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ever denser, noisier, and more dangerous—the engines of war ever more monstrous and peculiar. Bulldozers, bulldozing tanks, rafts, boats, Bailey bridge sections, guns, more guns, still more guns, "Ducks," Crocodiles, Buffaloes, and enormous trucks. Sometimes came processions of lorries bringing back troops from leave—troops in Bank Holiday mood. Their favourite trick was to blow up rubber objects with which they were supplied into clusters of balloons, and they pelted the passers-by with bunches of garlic and other vegetables. Dear Tommy Atkins. He had learnt a few aitches since Kipling, but his spirit and good humour were identically the same.
We aren't no thin red 'eroes, nor we aren't no blackguards too, But single men in barricks, most remarkable like you; An' if sometimes our conduck isn't all your fancy paints, Why, single men in barricks don't grow into plaster saints; While it's Tommy this, an' Tommy that, an' "Tommy,
fall be'ind,"
But it's "Please to walk in front, sir," when there's trouble in the wind—
We marvelled at the tremendous diversion of human energy and activity that is modern war. Often we argued among ourselves and with serving officers and men as to the meaning of it all, but we could never come to any agreement except in the tendency to repeat the fine phrases of statesmen. It was providential that in the end the uncovering of the horror camps at Belsen, Buchenwald, Dachau and elsewhere revealed plain for all to see the basic vileness and cruelty of the Nazi and Fascist doctrines.
General Sir Oliver Leese, who had taken over the command of Eighth Army from Montgomery, made a special point of getting to know personally all the correspondents attached to his forces. This was a great advance from the days when generals despised, resented and put many obstacles in the way of war correspondents. One day Major Heneker told me that the General had asked to see me at "Tac Army H.Q.," his advanced base, also on Highway Six, but somewhat nearer Cassj.no than our Press camp. Adrianne Allen and Emlyn Williams in Blithe Spirit, and other entertainments.
